[Chronic contact urticarias].
In most cases, contact urticaria is acute and is diagnosed straightforward; indeed it appears immediately after the application of the urticariogen(s) and disappears promptly after removal of the contact. On some rare occasions, contact urticaria is chronic for two main reasons: sometimes, it is provoked by an unknown urticariogen; in other cases, it is one of the clinical signs of protein contact dermatitis. In both situations, diagnostic procedures to be applied are of prime importance; treatment is submitted to the elimination of the responsible urticariogen. Acute and chronic varieties of contact urticaria can be subdivided into two categories: immunological and non-immunological. Diagnostic procedures include prick testing and/or patch testing (with immediate reading).